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CELEBRATING 70 YEARS 

OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, also 

referred to as the UDHR, is a document of 

paramount importance in the history of human 

rights. It was adopted 70 years ago in Paris by the 

United Nations General Assembly on December 

10, 1948. Created by a vast set of representatives 

with varying legal and cultural backgrounds  

from all over the globe. 

 

The Declaration was proclaimed by the United 

Nations General Assembly  as a common standard 

of achievements for all peoples and all nations. It 

sets out, for the first time, fundamental human 

rights to be universally protected, and it has been 

translated into over 500 languages. Today, we 

celebrate this milestone in human rights, and 

hope to continue perpetuating it for many years 

to come.

L O C A L  R O A D S  T O  G L O B A L  G O A L S

Visit our website: 

http://unausa.wixsite.com/unasouthernillinois 

 

Follow us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/unasouthernillinois/

INTERESTED  IN  GETTING  INVOLVED?

SAVE THE DATE

THURS, FEBRUARY 28TH 

SIU STUDENT CENTER 

11AM - 1PM

EXPLORING THE UNA'S 
SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT GOALS

This event will raise awareness 

about the 17 Global Goals through 

a series of interactive and 

educational stations, and help our 

community understand that 

Sustainable Development 

transforms lives, economies, and 

the planet in which we live. 

ON HER SHOULDERS

Come view our second screening of 

On Her Shoulders, an award-winning 

documentary detailing the life of 

Nobel Peace Prize winner Nadia 

Murad. This film follows Murad as 

she testifies before the UN, visits 

refugee camps, and undergoes 

interviews with top government 

officials, all by the age of 23.

THURS, MARCH 7TH 

SIU LESAR LAW SCHOOL 

7PM



 MISSION STATEMENT 

The purpose of the Southern Illinois 

Chapter is to encourage and stimulate 

active interest in the United Nations in the 

area represented by its membership. 

Because of its proximity to SIU, our Chapter 

is academically oriented. We welcome the 

entire community to participate in our 

programs serving the cause of greater 

educational worldwide understanding, 

where we are informed by experts about 

the global issues and have an opportunity 

to share views. We are deeply interested in 

international justice, international affairs 

and UN issues, the rule of law, ratification of 

international treaties, environmental law, 

civil society participation in international 

decision-making, and human rights. Some  

 

LOCAL CHAPTER 
NEWS & EVENTS

UNA board members pose with students and community members who read articles within the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights at the Official Opening Reception in the University Museum, October 5, 2018.

of the missions and campaigns that our 

Chapter has focused on in the past include 

Adopt-A-Future, Girl-Up, Adopt-A-Minefield, 

and Nothing but Nets. The Adopt-A-Future 

campaign is dedicated to helping refugee 

children receive an education. The Girl-Up 

campaign engages in projects that 

empower young girls around the world. 

Adopt-A-Minefield engages American civil 

society in taking mine action, which 

includes clearing mines, assisting survivors, 

and educating people about the world 

mine crisis. Nothing But Nets, a mission we 

have continued supporting through 2018, is 

a global campaign dedicated to 

providing high risk communities with 

malaria nets.  

 



GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as 

president of the Southern Illinois Chapter of 

the UNA, and the opportunity to work in 

collaboration with our two past presidents, 

Olga Weidner and Cindy Buys, who 

continue to serve actively on the board. To 

continue the long history of UNA 

involvement and leadership, our very 

capable board meets regularly and brings 

their particular passions to the table, as we 

bring program ideas to you, our dedicated 

members. We’ve presented many programs 

this past year. Please take a few minutes to 

read this newsletters overview. If you have 

an idea for a speaker or program, please 

email me. I’d love to hear from you. As a 

UNA member, two opportunities are given 

to you each year: 1.) Attend the Global 

Engagement Summit at the UN in New 

York to hear speakers. diplomats, and UNA 

experts. The Global Engagement Summit 

allows UN advocates to participate in a day 

of dynamic and informative discussions on 

the most pressing issues facing the United 

Nations. This event unites world leaders 

with our nation’s top grassroots change- 

makers. The Summit will take place on 

Friday, February 22, 2019 at United 

Nations Headquarters in New York City. 

After attending last year's event and  

walking the halls of the UN, I still think of 

those moments sharing the space with 

1,800 people all dedicated to the efforts of 

the UN. 2.) Attend the Global Leadership 

Summit and advocate for the UN on 

Capitol Hill. It matters now more than ever 

that we make our voices heard to protect 

the vital work of the United Nations. With 

proposed bills in Congress aimed at either 

dramatically reducing US funding for the 

UN or withdrawing our country entirely 

from the global body, the UNA-USA 

community must come together and fight 

for what we know is right: Standing with 

refugees; demanding equality for women; 

protecting LGBT rights; combatting climate 

change; working for peace; and much, 

much more. Meet with high-ranking U.S. 

Government and UN officials, learn from 

global experts, gain invaluable tools to 

bring back home for chapter sustainability, 

and urge Congress to stand with the UN. If 

you are looking for an opportunity to tell 

Congress how important the UN is to you, 

this is it! I look forward to seeing you at our 

new adventures this year! 

 

 

-Pam Umlauf-Brown, Current President of 

the UNA-USA Southern Illinois Chapter 

HEALTH IN HAITI
On April 20, 2018, Dr Omer Shedd spoke on 

issues of water, health and malaria in Haiti 

during an event co-sponsored by the Rotary 

Club of Carbondale and the UNA SIU RSO. 

Participants also had opportunities to try 

virtual reality goggles and watch the UN- 

produced Under The Net, a virtual reality 

view of a refugee village in Tanzania. 

RIGHT: Dr. Omer Shedd during his presentation on 
April 20, 2018.



PUT YOUR FOOT DOWN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

On October 2, 2018, we opened an exhibit at the SIU University Museum in celebration of the 

70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In the exhibit, the UN's 30 

articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights were displayed. Additionally, community 

members and students were encouraged to create a "footprint" with paper foot cutouts and 

markers depicting their own unique journey, or their perception of what makes us all who we 

are. The footprints were then displayed on the wall in the museum exhibit. 

 

This display was made possible with help from Jody Paulson and the Art Education student 

RSO, Darcy Hemphill and the SIU UNA RSO, and Dr. Yeomans and Upward Bound. Additional 

help from the Carbondale Public Library, the 11 Days of Peace, CES 95, the Boys and Girls Club, 

SIU School of Music, and SIU Fulbright Scholars, among countless others, allowed the exhibit 

to come to fruition. Thank you for your contributions. 

 

 



HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD 2018 RECIPIENT

On December 9, Thanet Natisri received the 

2018 Human Rights Award at the UNA's 

Human Rights Day Dinner and Award 

Ceremony, Natisri, who owns the Thai D 

restaurant in Marion, Illinois, was recognized 

for his humanitarian efforts in not only 

helping to rescue a Thai youth soccer team 

from a flooded cave earlier this year, but also  

   

for helping the citizens of rural Thailand, 

Myanmar, and Malaysia gain access to fresh 

water. Thanet presented his behind the scene 

experience and role in the Thailand Cave 

rescue in July 2018 .The rescue of the the boy’s 

soccer team and their coach trapped inside a 

cave in Thailand was a Mission Impossible to 

Mission Spectacular. 

 

 

Thanet Natisri (pictured second from left) poses with treasurer John M. Roosevelt, president Pam 
Umlauf-Brown, and advocacy chair Olga Weidner (pictured left from right) after his acceptance speech.

UN DAY AND 

ROTARY WORLD 

POLIO DAY

On October 24, 2018, we 

recognized UN Day, as well as our 

cosponsorship with the Rotary Club 

of Carbondale for World Polio Day. 

Michael McColpin, a producer with 

the Digital Media team at the UN 

Foundation, and Dr. Ella Lacey, a 

retired faculty member from SIU's 

School of Medicine, a former Peace 

Corps volunteer, and a former polio 

surveillance officer for UNICEF and 

WHO, both gave presentations. 

McColpin spoke of the UN's core 

goals, and Dr. Lacey spoke of her 

experience with UN polio projects 

in Africa and India.  

 

Dr. Ella Lacey speaks about her experiences with UN polio projects in Africa and India.

LEFT: Michael 
McColpin  gives 
his presentation 

for UN day. 
 
 

RIGHT: The 
Rotary Club of 

Carbondale's polio 
information 

displayed at the 
event.



ON HER SHOULDERS SCREENING 

During the October 11, 2018 screening of On 

Her Shoulders, an award-winning 

documentary detailing the life of Yazidi 

refuge, sexual violence survivor, and activist, 

Nadia Murad, attendees came face-to-face 

with the consequences of inaction during 

human rights crises. In 2014, the Yazidi 

people of Iraq faced genocide at the hands 

of ISIS. Around 5,000 Yazidi men were 

murdered, and an estimated 7,000 Yazidi 

women were kidnapped and sold into sex 

slavery. This documentary, directed by 

Alexandria Bombach, follows Murad as she 

testifies before the UN, visits refugee 

camps, and undergoes interviews with top 

government officials following her escape   

from ISIS after enduring three months of 

torture in their captivity. Murad, now 25, is a 

recipient of the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize for 

her advocacy against sexual violence. In 

addtions, Murad was named the UN’s first 

goodwill ambassador for survivors of human 

trafficking in 2016. Following the screening, 

Dr. Hussein Soliman from the SIU School of 

Social Work led a discussion further 

examining the issues raised by the film, such 

as limited resources, assistance, and support 

provided to refugees fleeing persecution from 

surrounding nations. This event was made 

possible with help from WSIU Public Radio, 

the Carbondale Public Library and Sarah 

Heyer. 

 HUMAN RIGHTS, SOCIAL MEDIA & VIOLENCE: 

FACEBOOK & THE ROHINGYA OF MYANMAR 

On November 8, 2018, Dr. Lisa Brooten, an 

associate professor in SIUC’s Department of 

Radio, Television, and Digital Media, gave a 

presentation on Facebook’s role in the 

persecution of the Rohingya people of 

Myanmar, a southeast Asian country. Violence 

between the predominantly Buddhist 

population and the Rohingya, a largely 

Muslim ethic group, began to take off in 2012 

following the news of an alleged rape of a 

Buddhist woman by Muslim men. This 

story was shared through Facebook and used  

to promote Buddhist nationalism. According 

to Brooten, Facebook is synonymous with the 

internet in Myanmar. It is the main source of 

not only entertainment, but news. Because of 

this, Facebook became a vehicle to promote 

hate speech and violence against the 

Rohingya. Facebook received criticism for 

their lack of control on the hate speech, 

which led many to ask if Facebook, a social 

media giant that has the potential for power 

greater than that of a country, is too large of 

an online platform to adequately manage. 

(Source: www.onhershouldersfilm.com) 



HUMAN TRAFFICKING, TOO CLOSE TO HOME 

Though Illinois is one of the leading states 

in cases of human trafficking, around half of 

Illinois residents do not believe that 

trafficking affects their area. Health policy 

specialist Kimberly Palermo revealed this, 

among additional statistics and research 

during her presentation on November 1st. 

Palermo, a visiting scholar with the Paul 

Simon Public Policy Institute, said that 

human trafficking is multibillion dollar 

criminal industry, second only to drug 

trafficking. There are two types of human 

trafficking: sex and labor. Globally, there are 

approximately 20.9 million victims of 

human trafficking with 26% being children 

and 55% being women and girls. As 

previously mentioned, however, this is not 

just an issue far-removed from Southern 

Illinois: it is present locally, often occurring 

at truck stops, massage parlors, homes, 

motels, and even in apps on our mobile 

phones. Those with disabilities, those in 

poverty, members of the LGBTQ  

(Source: SIUC's Paul Simon Public Policy Institute) 
 

community, and children in foster care are 

among the most vulnerable in cases of 

human trafficking. Victims are often 

drugged to stay under control of their 

captors, do not use eye contact, have no 

identification, are inappropriately dressed 

for the weather, and look older than they 

are. The long-term effects that victims of 

human trafficking often face are grueling, 

including PTSD, insomnia, chronic pain, 

infertility, drug addiction, sexual 

dysfunction, and a myriad of mental health 

issues. Those in captivity for seven years or 

more will likely either die or commit 

suicide. To help combat this issue, Palermo 

said that education in schools and the 

training of more sex-trafficking specialists is 

vital. In addition, it is important to stay 

vigilant of any red flags that may indicate 

someone is a victim of trafficking, and it is 

advised to contact the National Human 

Trafficking Hotline immediately to report 

the situation.  

National Human Trafficking Hotline: 1-888-373-7888 



WATER FOR THE WORLD: 

THE FUTURE OF WATER

On April 18, 2019, we took a critical look at 

water sustainability, not only locally, but 

also globally. This event, co-sponsored by 

the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute, SIU 

Carbondale University Honors Program, and 

Marion Medical Mission, was held at Morris 

Library on the SIUC campus. During the 

program, Carbondale Community High 

School and SIUC Honors Students 

presented select readings from “A Long 

Walk to Water” by Linda Sue Park. This book 

is based on the true amazing journey of  

Attendees watch a video discussing issues related to water sustainability. 

Salva But, a Lost Boy of Sudan, and the 

importance of water in his journey during 

the civil war in south Sudan. Twenty copies 

of this important book were also donated to 

surrounding schools. In addition, Sheila 

Simon read selections from writings on 

water policy by her father, the late United 

States Senator Paul Simon. Kara Lawrence, 

a Celia Howard Fellow at the Paul Simon 

Public Policy Institute, discussed public 

policy issues pertaining to water 

sustainability. 

Students present select readings from "A Long Walk to Water" by Linda Sue Park.



GLOBAL GOALS 

(Source: UNA-USA's website)

The national and regional chapters of the 

UNA are connected by common ideals 

and goals. The UN promotes 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SGDs), 

that the National Chapter’s specific goals 

align with. Every year UNA chapters, 

community programs and individuals 

pick goals to specifically focus 

on and raise awareness about. These goals 

build on the Millennium Development 

Goals (MGDs). In 2000, 189 nations put 

together the Millennium Development 

Goals. In 2015, the SGDs were adopted. 

The overall goal of the SGDs is to end 

poverty and hunger, and to promote a 

range of social issues including education, 

health, environmental protection, and 

economic prosperity for more people on 

the planet. While the SGDs are not legally 

binding, all countries committed to 

them are expected to act on them. 

Currently, the UNA-SI Chapter is focusing 

on the goal of Good Health and Well- 

Being (SGD #3). It is supporting and 

raising awareness about the Nothing But 

Nets campaign/program, which provides 

mosquito nets to children and families 

that live in areas with high risk of malaria. 

The nets are insecticide-treated and when 

used, protect from mosquitos that carry 

malaria. Providing nets to communities 

and families drastically reduces instances 

of malaria, and nearly seven million lives 

have been saved because of the nets. 

Thank you for your interest in the Southern Illinois Chapter of the UNA-USA. 
We hope you will join us at our various events and programs this year as we 

continue our journey from “local roads to global goals.” 
Happy New Year! 

 



ABOUT THE EDITOR

Jessy Brown, a senior studying 

anthropology at Southern Illinois 

University Carbondale, became an intern 

with the Southern Illinois Chapter of the 

UNA-USA this fall. As someone with great 

interest in human behavior and traditions 

throughout differing cultures, she has 

throughly enjoyed having the opportunity 

to work closely with an international 

organization. Following her graduation 

this May, she hopes to pursue a career of 

teaching English as a second language 

abroad, and perhaps eventually pursue a 

master's degree in sociocultural or 

linguistic anthropology.


